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~ ‘*The Play’s the thing !’"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


| Covent sharden Cheatre. 
Last night, after the Ballet of M¥asaniello, Milton’s Mask of Co- 
mus was performed, when Mr H. Phillips made his second appearance 
as the first Bacchanel, and by the reeling jollity of his manner, and | 
the richness of his mellow voice presented a perfect portrait of a high 
priest of the vine crowned god. Milton certainly had not a drama- 
tic genius ; Comus, in our opinion, loses half its charm when trans- 
ferred from the closet to the stage, the exquisite beauty of the poetry 
’ is marred toe often by the careless manner in which it is recited, and, 
were it not for the dance and pageantry with which it is embellished, 
this delightful poem could not be endured asa dramatic representation. 
Every thing on the stage takes a palpable shape, and is embodied to 
the sight; therefore allegorical compositions are rarely successful; for 
although whatever is seen produces effect, description, unless it have 
reference to what is seen, however poetical it may be, has none. Mr 
Abbott was a miserable Comua; we in vain looked for the beauty of 
the son of Bacchus and Circe in him, neither in his person or his 
gestures did he exhibit any symptoms of his divine parentage, and he 
gave the beautiful language of his author in a most unmusical drawl. 
C. Kemble was the only actor in our time whose mental and physical 
qualifications rendered him worthy to personify the divine magician ; 
it seemed to require no great effort on the part of theZLady to resist the 
blandishments of such a Comue as Mr Abbott. Ellen Tree, as the 
Lady, delivered the speeches in praise of virtue extremely well, and 
looked charmingly in the enchanted chair. Miss Inverarity, who 
doubled the parts of the Pastoral Nymph, and First Bacchante, gave 
her songs with equal taste and sweetness. 
Drurp Lane ¢heatre. 

Morton’s Comedy of The Way to Get Married was revived at this 
Theatre last night, for the purpose of introducing to the London 
boards, in the part of Zangené, Mr W. Dowton, a son of the cele- 
brated veteran of that name. We have no doubt many young persons, 
both male and female have been disappointed in witnessing the per- 
formance of this Comedy, for, from its title, they might bo indaced to 
suppose that they should obtain some information upon the art of 
speedily entering the holy state of matrimony, whereas they find the 
author has afforded them no such information, and that the title of 
The\Way to Get Married has no more reference tothe business of this 
Comedy, than to any other, in which an amiable girl wins the affec- 
tions of the hero. When this Comedy was produced at Covent Garden 
Theatre, the part of Zangent was acted by Mr Lewis, for whose pe- 
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culiar talents indeed it was written, and iv our time it was a favourite 
character with the late Mr Elliston, who with great animal spirits, a 
rapid distinct articulation, and a lively bustling manner made the most 
of all the comic situations into which Zangent is thrown, and invaria- 
bly elicited immense applause. We cannot say as much for Mr W. 
Dowton, for, though we have the greatest possible desire to speak well 
of him, we sare compelled in jastice to say that he eas never in any 
one scene more than respectable, and that his efforts were never re- 
warded with more than faint applause, till his delivery of the conclud- 
ing lines, where he made an appeal to the audience in his own favor ; 
this was followed by genernl applause, though to our thinking the 
plaudits were more in comp!iment to his father, who was by his side, 
than to himself. Mr W. Dowton isa young man, with a slight and 
rather we'l made figore; his face is inteliigent but not handsome, and 
his voice is seither powerful or sweet, and his enunciation occasionally 
defective; he appeared quite at home in the stage business, and if he 
did little to delight did nothing to offend. We fear, however, he can- 
not hope to retain possession of such characters as Tangent in the me- 
tropolis whatever he may do io the country. We must defer speaking 
‘of the other performers, from want of space, till the next representa- 
tion of the Comedy. ‘The Pantomime followed. and attracted a great 
half-price. 








Fashionable Lounges 
To the Editor of The Theatricat Observer. 

Dear Me Epitor—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude — but w:ll you excuse me, I have to mention, that l’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday, call at the Queen’s Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, which has become 
a most fashionable lounge, to see Mr D. Robert’s Grand Picture of The De- 
parture of the Israelites out of Egypt, painted expressly for the occasion, with 
Dioramic effect, and from its magnitude, occupying the space of Four Diorama 
Views, surpasses in grandeur of design, execution and scriptural interest, 
every former Exhibition of the sort . The Physiorama of 14 beautiful new Views 
joined to the Diorama, makes it the mvstattractive in London for One Shilling. 

Tuesday, stroll to the Diorama, in the Regent’s-park, to see the two new 
views—Paris, from Montmartre, and the Campo Saato-—which surpass in har- 
mony of colouring, fidelity to nature, and general effect, all the previous 
exhibitions ; and at once prove how far human skill can carry this wonderful 
epecies of pictorial delusion. 

Wednesday, I am to be found admiring the beautiful works of deceased 
Artists, arranged by the side of those of the living, in The Suffelk Gallery, 
Suffolk street, Pal) Mall, which has been re-opened for a winter carpaign.— 
Whe Works areof the first order, exhibiting the progress made by our native 
ertists, and forming a most interesting and useful Exhibition. 

On Friday, | examine Miss Linwood’s carious Needie-Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Being caught in a storm, and having forgot my umbrella, dropped inte 
Mullins & Co’s. Cloth Warehouse, 419, Oxford Street, to buy some Cloth for 
a Cloak, and was.so struck with the superior quality and cheapness of their 
cloths, that I ought myself enough for a complete suit, aad recommend my 
friends to try the same market. 

Last night f had a puzzier ;—just as I was putting on my night. cap, “ Paak’ 
said irs. Pry, ‘whatis more brilliant than Peak’s wit, or biacker than Miss 
Love's eyes? | made a hit-—Warren’s Jet Blackiny!—Isn’t that a good ane?— 
but Lintrude, heg pardon, your’s. &c. PAUL PRY. 

Mem. -in ordering my Patent Brandy and Hollands, remember not to forget 
fmt Brerr’s Genuine Spirit Depot, is No, 109, in Drury Lane.—“ i09” did I 
aay ?—Yes, I am right,—** No, 109!” P. P. ; 























Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evenivg, the Opera of 


& "he 
Rob Roy Macgregor. 
Sir Frederick Vernon, Mr YOUNGE, Owen, Mr AYLIFEE, 
Rasleigh Osbaidistone, Mr MATHEWS, Galbraith, Mr BEDFORD, 
Rob Roy, MrMACREADY, FrarcisOzbaidistone, MrBRAHAM, 
Bailie Nicol Jarvie, Mr HARLEY, Diana Vernon, Miss BETTS, 
Helen Macgregor, Mrs FAUCIT, Mattie, Mrs CHESTER. 
To conclude with, (9th time,) a Grand Christmas Pantomime, called 


Harlequin Traveller; 
Or, the World Inside Out. 


Displaying some remakable Scenery of Europe, Asia, Africa os America. 
Overture and Music’by Mr R. Hughes.—Scenery by Stanfield, Andrews, &e. 
Characters in the Pantomime and succession of the Scenery: 
Scene 1,—Starry Hemisphere, asrepresented on the Celestial Globe. Finley. 
Mercury, Mr Yarnold, Orioo, Mr C. Jones; Choras, by Singing * Stars.’ 
2. ‘ The Great Globe Iiself,: —Stanfield. Pic Nic Dinner on Table Land, 
The Four Quarters: Europe, Miss Eaton, Africa, Mr Hatton. Asia, 
Miss F. Covke, America, Mr Tayleure, The Lion, by Master Roarer, 
Britannia, Miss Mary Ann Marshall, 

A Native of each Quarter is to discover the greatest FemaleBeauty in the World 
Onokapeenee,(or Kk foot,as American, aft.Paotalocn,)MrBARTLETT, 
Massa Quashee Squosh, (‘a real African,’ aft.Clown,) MrWIKFLAND, 
Teschi, (a Teapot Chinaman, afterwards Pierrot,) Mr SOUTHBY, 
Mercury, (as Harlequin, acting as agent for Earepe,) Mr HOWELBE, 
A Comet by Mr Fiz-ball, Little Biitain mist in a great Fog. 
8--Extensive View of London from Greenwich Hil—Stanfield. 
Rosa, (his Ward, an English Beauty, aft. Colombine,) Miss BASEKB, 
Arrival of the Four Quarters’ Four Emissaries, on one of Cloud’s stages. 
4—High Street, Greenwich.- Toy ~hop end Sausage Maker. Franklin. 
6—New Hungerford Fish Market,—(South Front) Finley. 
6,—Archery Meeting—Beau Bell Park. Andrews, 

Henorable Miss Fobblesome, Mrs Broad, Doctor Lankback, Mr Catbie. 
7,—Solar Microscopic Exhibition—Regent Street. Marinari. 

Mr Great Dust, thexhibitor, Mr Fevton. Capt. Death, Mr Richardson, 
—Desolate View in Iceland—Town of Skalbolt. & Mount Helca in Distance. 
A Frozen Frog, Mons. Grenouille,—Game at Leap Frog. 
9,—City of Aleppo. Stanfield, 
10,—Subterranean [nterior of a Kamschatkan Hut. Andrews. 
11,—Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, with the Table Land, &c. Stanfiel& 
12,—A Wild View in the Country of the Mantatees. Andrews. 
Cannibals, MessrsHartland, Garcia,&c,— Pantaloon roasted( for luneb,) 

‘ - 3 —Interior ofan Egyptian Catacomb, Andrews. 

Mammy, (entombed 3,000 years, yet still fresh,) Mr GREEN, 
@Vho will go through a varie’y of the most extraordinary evolutions.) 
4,—Sugar Boiting House. Andrews. 15,—General Election in Bullyborough, 

ndidates—Rehvbotbain, Mr Ross, ‘f. H. Troublesome, Mr Fenton, 
16.—Fatls of Niagara, the approach to Ruffalo on lake Erie; The Horse Shoe 

Fall from above the Great American Fall from Goat Island. Stasfield. 
17,—Broadway— New York. Finley. !S,— World’s End, (Public House) Adama, 
Something like a Sign of the Worid’s En!, and exceedingly like the end of the 
Pantomime. Mercury recailed to his Planer by Orion—Rapid transformation 
from the‘ World’s Hind.’ to the Splendour of Fairy Land. 
19,—Mereury’s Palace of i:efulgent Light. Franklin, 








Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 





This Busing the po of 


FRA-DIAVOLO. 


Fra Diavolo, Mr WILSON, Lord Alleash, Mr G. PENSON, 


Lorenzo, Mr J. BENNETT, Beppo, Mr G STANSBURY, 
Matteo, Mr MORLEY, Giacomo, Mr RANSFORD, 
Francesco, Mr Chickini, Carbiniers, Messrs Mears, Heory, &c. 


Lady Allcash, Miss INVERARITY, Zerliva, Miss E. ROMER, 
To conclude with, (9th time,) a New Grand Christmas Pantowime, called 


PUSS IN BOOTS; 


Or, Harlequin & the Miller’s ao, 


The Recon and Musie composed and selected by MrG. STANSBURY. 
ThelScenery ee & painted by Mess.Grieve, 
Felina, (Pentaateses of the Feiine Race,) Miss P. HORTON, 
Cat-a-Rosa, (Assuming the form of Good\Gieylocks} MissHORTON, 
2e2THE SULPHUR TEMPLE. 

Tasnar, (Chief of the Longheads and Na Bodies) Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
3--=THE MILL OF BLE. 

Paul and Pierre, (the Cruel Brothers) Mess. HENRY, & IRWIN 
Josselin, (the Youngest Son) Miss POOLE, 
4.eLandscape, Chateau, & Millin the Distance. 
Tibbytight, on Pass in Boots) Master W. MITCHINSUN, 
Goody Greylocks ...... .cscssccescccecceesecccce Miss HORTON, 

5e=-CORN FIELD 
Floribel, (Secretary to the Concaaee ‘Mr ELLER, 
Governor of the Island of Bilé, Mr TURNOUR, 

Pinque-Caput, (his running Footman,) Mr T. MATTHEWS, 

6..The Governor’ s Chateau. Lady Tulip, Mr —- 
he Grand Breakfast Parlou 

Gloriana, (the Gorernor’s Daughter,) Miss CAROLINE "FORSTER. 
$—The Exterior of * No-Body’s Castle.’ 9—The Grand Baronial Hall, 

belonging to * Nobody.’ The Destruction of Tasnar by the cunning Puss in 


Boots, and ‘the appearance of the Good Genius inher RADEA' 
CAR, (The Machinery by Mr W. Bradwell ) TED 


Harlequin, ©Mr ELLER, 
Pantaloon, Mr BARNES, Clown, Mr T. MATTHEWS, 

; Columbine, Miss CAROLINE FORSTER. 

’ 10—Herne Bay Pier. 11—Hungerford New Market. 12—New Club House 
13—The Farmer’s Kitchen, ‘* The Day before the Wedding.’ 14—No 93, 
High Holborn. 15—Jhe Wine Promenade—Sailor, Mr Chikini. 16—A 
Theatre. The Spread Eag!e Tea Gardeos—and Pawnbroker’s Shop. 17— 


The Grand Moving PANORADBIA, representing A Tri 
Antwerp, in the Steam Frigute i?hadadmanthus.—The oe Be 


Calais. —Graveiines.—Dunkirk.—The Squadron under Sail.—Ostend.— The: 


Talavera and Calipso, in the late Gale.—Fiushing:—The Town and Citadel 
of Antwerp, (the present Seat of Hostilities,) as it appeared on the Spring- 
ing of the Mine, at the Lunette St. Laurent, and the Burning off the Bar- 


racks. 18—The Yew Tree Forest. 19.—The Silver Temple, or, Felina’s 
Palace. 
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